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Philosophy

At Hindley ] & I we recognise the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional
activities, including trips, clubs and residential experiences can make towards our
pupils’ education.

We aim to promote and provide such activities as part of our wider curriculum for the
pupils of our school.

This policy describes how we will do our best to ensure a good range of visits and
activities is offered at Hindley ] & I School (in line with our Hindley Junior and Infant
School Experience Promise), and at the same time, try to minimise the financial barriers
which may prevent some pupils taking full advantage of the opportunities.

Introduction

All education during school hours is free. We do not charge for any activity undertaken
as part of the National Curriculum. We may ask for voluntary contributions, and if not
enough money is raised, certain trips/visits may have to be cancelled at a last resort.

School Meals

A daily charge is made for school meals which should be paid in advance on a weekly or
monthly basis. Parents in receipt of certain benefits may be eligible to claim Free School
Meals for their child. Further details are available from the benefits office; school
cannot deal directly with any requests however we will do our best to help in any way
on a confidential basis. Wigan Council informs the school directly to confirm eligibility
for Free School Meals.

Swimming
No charge is made for swimming lessons as this is part of the National Curriculum.

Wrap around Care

Breakfast and after school club facility is offered by a private provider, CFAT
Superheroes’ on our school site. This is for Hindley junior and Infant School pupils only.
Children pay for the service directly to CFAT Superheroes.

After School Clubs

If the club is provided by school staff, there is no charge made for after school clubs. If
the club is run by an external provider, the charge will be made clear before the club
commences. The charge is dependent on the provider. If payment is outstanding from
previous clubs, we withdraw the opportunity to join a future club until the debt is paid.

Replacement Books
If a school reading or library book is lost or damaged, a small charge (£3) will be made
to contribute towards the cost of a replacement.

Music Lessons
A charge is made to cover individual or small group music lessons. This charge is paid
via school to Wigan Music Service and no profit is made.



Tickets

Throughout the year we hold various events which we sell tickets for e.g. Halloween
Disco, Father Christmas Grotto, Valentine’s Disco etc. After all the supplies have been
purchased the remaining profit is paid into our Voluntary School Fund which pays for
visits and events throughout the year which we hold in school without charge to our
parents e.g. pantomime, themed week visitors etc.

We do not charge for our Christmas Productions as we do not purchase the performer
licence.

Voluntary Contributions

School trips, visits and activities enhance our pupils’ learning and broaden their
knowledge and experience. The school invites parents and carers to contribute towards
the cost of the trip which are calculated by totalling up the whole costs of the visit
including transport and dividing by how many pupils are in the class, regardless of
whether they are eligible for Pupil Premium or not. All contributions are voluntary and
will not exceed the total cost of the visit. No pupil will be excluded from an activity
because his or her parents cannot or will not make a voluntary contribution.

If insufficient contributions are received, it may be necessary to cancel a trip if the cost
to school becomes prohibitive and this is detailed on the initial trip letter sent out to all
parents/carers (this will be a last resort).

The opportunity to pay in instalments will be offered to parents/carers who wish to pay
this way.

School staff aim to reduce the costs to our parents and carers wherever possible. They
are especially mindful when booking visits of the cost implications and choose free or
low cost trips to enhance their learning.

Our annual residential for Year Six and Year 4 provides our children with excellent
opportunities, and we review the costs for our parents and carers each year to ensure
they receive good value for money.

Exception on a Payment
No individual pupil will be excluded from an activity or trip (excluding residential trips)

during school time because his or her parents/carers cannot or will not make a
voluntary contribution.



